
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : TUESDAY, 01 JULY 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC DHLOMO WELCOMES YET ANOTHER MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN 

EMATHENI CONFLICT. 

ACTING KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Dr 

Sibongiseni Dhlomo,  has hugely welcomed the sentencing  of two people in 

connection with the eMatheni violence, in Nongoma, which claimed the lives of 21 

people and ended  last year. 

Two men, Sbhevu Sibiya (34) and Nyamazane Ntshangase (44) were found guilty of 

being in possession of illegal firearms – one of these, the Z88 was ballistic ally linked 

to the murder of Sipho Zulu in eMatheni. 

The two were sentenced to 20 years of imprisonment with Ntshangase- who was 

found in possession of the z88 linked to the killing of Zulu also sentenced to a further 

15 for murder. However, his sentences will run concurrently, meaning he will only 

serve 20 years of imprisonment. 

Sibiya is the self-confessed ringleader in the violence that engulfed the tiny village of 

eMatheni in the early 90’s. He once told a shock public meeting, attended by 

Transport, Community Safety and Liaison MEC, Willies Mchunu, about his drive by 

shooting saga wielding an AK47 from Johannesburg to Nongoma. 

The two were sentenced at Nongoma Regional Court on Monday (June 30, 2014). 

Dr Dhlomo yesterday welcomed the sentencing of the two, saying this would send a 

clear message that KwaZulu-Natal would never tolerate any form of violence and 

lawlessness. 

“This court decision will go a long way towards demonstrating, in no uncertain 
terms, that the long arm of law will always catch up with the perpetrators of 



violence. We believe it is important to send a clear message that crime does 
not pay”, said Dr Dhlomo. 

Dr Dhlomo praised the detectives, who have meticulously worked around the cloak, 
to ensure that those responsible for murder and mayhem in eMatheni faced the full 
mighty of the law. 

This is the second sentencing of those responsible for violence in eMatheni. 

In May this year, Mtubatuba High Court sent Sixoleleni Sibiya to a 20-year 
imprisonment for the murder of Muntu Dolnald Buthelezi. 

Buthelezi was murdered in eZimpakaneni in the eMatheni village of KwaNongoma in a 
conflict involving the Sibiya and the Buthelezi families last year. 

Muntu Donald Buthelezi of Ezimpakaneni, was at family member of the Buthelezi of 
eMatshamhlophe, who were the key movers behind the conflict involving Sibhevu Sibiya, 
who was the prime mover behind this conflict. 

The conflict, which initially involved Buthelezi and Sibiya families, spread and almost 
engulfed the entire village resulting in the disruption of schooling with some people 
fleeing their homes to seek refuge in the bush. 

However, through the intervention of the Department which initiated peace talks, the 
conflict has since been resolved with the area stabilized. 

ends 

Media Contact  : Kwanele Ncalane 

   : 072 803 1462/079 6995755 

   : Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 

or 

Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za
mailto:Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za

